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Challah Cover, Menachem Freedman Book Publishing, Mandate period

A pink rectangular challah cover (possibly originally red but has faded). Printed by the
Menachem Freedman publishing company. Made of cloth; Mandate Period.

In each of the four corners are medallions portraying pictures of holy sites: the site

of the Temple, Mt. Zion, Rachel’s Tomb, and Zfat. At the center of the cover are the
words lichvod Shabbat veyom tov (in honor of the Sabbath and Holidays). Next to
these are rectangles inside which are pictures of Zechariah’s tomb and Yad Avshalom.
Next to a seven-branched menorah is a prayer in Yiddish to be said upon lighting
the Sabbath candles. On the other side are the blessings for lighting the candles for
Sabbath and Holidays.

Under the menorah is an illustration of the tomb of Rabbi Meir Ba’al Haness, and the
words “Ba’ad Bet Hamidrash le’Rabbi Meir Ba’al Haness” (For the study hall of Rabbi
Meir Ba‘al Haness). In smaller letters: “Ner mitzvah u’ner Torah Eloha de’Rabbi Meir
aneni” (the candle [light] of a mitzvah and the candle of G-d’s Torah; answer me G-d
of Rabbi Meir).

Under these is a liturgical poem written by Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, traditionally
sung on Friday night. At the bottom of the cover is a schematic illustration of the
Western Wall and the site of the Holy Temple. In the right column is the text of the
Kiddush for Shabbat and the left column is the text of the Kiddush for festivals.
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Challah Cover, Monsohn Print,

Mandate period

Challah cover given as gift to donors to the
Ohel Moshe Yeshiva established by Rabbi
Moshe Yehoshua Leib Diskin. In middle of
cover, printed entirely on orange material,
seven-branched candelabrum with Torah
crown above. Bottom: medallions showing
Temple site and Mount Zion. Between two
medallions, drawing of Ohel Moshe Yeshiva.
Printed on cloth, blessings for Shabbat and
festivals (Shalom Aleichem and kiddush).
Also printed on cloth: Yiddish supplications.
May have been sent as gift to both local and
overseas donors.

Challah Cover, Monsohn Print,

Early 20th century

A challah cover given as a gift to the

Great "Torat Chaim" Yeshiva in the Old

City (of Jerusalem), founded by brothers,
the Rabbis Vinograd. In the center of the
cover, printed on orange cloth, is a seven
branched menorah (candelabra) and
beneath it the text of the blessing over the
lighting of the Sabbath and holiday candles
in Yiddish and in Hebrew. At the bottom of
the cover are medallions inside of which
are the place of the Temple and Mt. Zion.
Between the two medallions is a drawing of
the "Torat Chaim" Yeshiva. The blessings for
the Sabbath (Shalom Aleichem [Peace Unto
You] and the Kiddush [Sanctification]) and
for the Holidays are printed on the challah
cover. Printed by Monsohn Press.

1D AHD 156

Challah Cover, Monsohn Print & Menachem Freedman

Book Publishing, Mandate period

A blue cloth challah cover printed by the Monsohn Press and the publisher Menachem
Freedman based on a previously existing pattern by the Monsohn Press. It is possible
that the cover was printed for commercial purposes only, as a souvenir for tourists.
No specific organization is specified.

In the right column are the words Zehor et ha’Shabbat le’kodsho (Remember the
Sabbath and sanctify it), the Friday night Kiddush ceremony (including the liturgical
poems Shalom Aleihem and Eshet Hayil and the Kiddush). In the center is an
illustration of the Western wall with men and women praying. Next to this is an
illustration of the Jerusalem (Herod’s) Fortress and David’s Tower.

Under these, next to a seven-branched menorah, is a prayer in Yiddish to be said when
the Sabbath candles are lit. On the other side are the blessings for lighting the candles
for Sabbath and Holidays.

Underneath the menorah is an illustration of the tomb of Rabbi Meir Ba'al Haness.

In the center, an illustration of the site of The Holy Temple (the whole of the Temple
Mount). Around this are the verses “If | forget thee Jerusalem, let me forget my

right hand (Psalms 137:5); “...exalted from the beginning, is the place of our temple”
(Jeremiah, 17:12); “Remember from our G-d and Jerusalem from afar and let them
come to your mind” (Jeremiah, 51:50). In smaller letters is written: printed by the
Mendel Friedman and Partners Printers, The Holy City of Jerusalem.

In the left column are the words: Ele moadei Hashem mikraei kodesh asher tikreu
otam bemoadam (These are the festivals of the Lord, a holy convocation that you shall
name them), the Kiddush for festivals and the liturgical poem “Bar Yochai”.

Made of cloth; Mandate period.
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Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A rectangular challah cover decorated with
a lace hem. At the center of the cover is an
embroidered Shabbat table upon which
are a bottle of wine, challot, goblets for
Kiddush, and candlesticks. Above the table
are the words "In honor of the Sabbath and
Yom Tov", also in embroidery.

The cloth is decorated with a border of
colorful embroidered flowers.

Challah Cover; Europe, Early 20th century
Challah cover for the Sabbath made of cloth
embroidered with golden threads.

In the center of the cover is a pair of Sabbath
challahs, and to the right and to the left are
two-branched candlesticks. The inscription
is from the "Kiddush" blessing for Sabbath
evening: 'And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day' (Genesis I, 31).
'And the heaven and the earth were finished,
and all the host of them.' (Genesis I1,1). The
border of the cover is decorated with colorful
flowers.

From a close examination of the cover, it can
be seen that the original colors were painted
over later, apparently repainted with acrylic
paints.

It's possible that the design of the braided
challah symbolizes the seven days of the
week.

Challah Cover, Salomon Print,

Mandate period

An orange challah cover given to
benefactors to the vVa'ad Ha'klali Knesset
Yisrael in the name of Rabbi Meir Ba'al
Haness in the Old City of Jerusalem.

The right column is a schematic illustration
of the Kehillat Yaakov Beit Midrash. Below it
is the Friday night kiddush, and under the
framed kiddush are the words Va'ad Ha'klali
Knesset Yisrael.

In the left column is a schematic illustration
of the neighborhood from the north.
Beneath this is a translation into English of
a text thanking the benefactors.

In the center is a seven-branched menorah
and a prayer in Yiddish to be said after
candle-lighting.

Two square medallions with illustrations

of holy sites (the grave of Rabbi Meir Ba'al
Haness and Rachel's Tomb) can be seen
beneath the menorah.

Beneath the medallions is a schematic
illustration of the Site of the Holy Temple
and the Western wall.
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Challah Cover, Salomon Print,

Mandate period

A challah cover printed on cloth, a product
of the Salomon Printing Company. It was
given as a gift to donors to the "Bikur
Cholim" Hospital and Talmud Torah and
Yeshivat "Etz Chaim" ("Tree of Life") In

the center of the cover is a menorah and
beneath it is a schematic model of the
Western (Wailing) Wall, the Temple Mount
and its environs, the tombs of the House
of David and the "Churvah" Synagogue. In
columns going around are the blessing
over the candles and kiddush (blessing over
the wine) for the Sabbath and Holidays in
both Yiddish and in Hebrew.
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Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A square challah cover decorated with lace.

A Torah Crown is at the top of the cover.

In the center is the inscription "Lichvod
Shabbat Kodesh" (In honor of the Holy
Sabbath) embroidered in purple. A braided
challah is embroidered beneath the
inscription. Around the cover is a border of
colorful flowers.

Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A Challah cover with a machine-made lace
border. In the center is the inscription, "In
honor of the Holy Sabbath." The inscription
is surrounded by bouquets of flowers and
grapevines at the top of which is a Torah
Crown.

Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A square challah cover decorated with lace.

A Torah Crown is at the top of the cover.

In the center is the inscription "Lichvod
Shabbat Kodesh" (In honor of the Holy
Sabbath) embroidered in purple. A braided
challah is embroidered beneath the
inscription. Around the cover is a border of
colorful flowers.
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Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A square challah cover in white cotton with
azure embroidery. In the center are the
words "in honor of Shabbat and Yom Tov".
Underneath the text is a Star of David in
which the word "Zion" is embroidered.
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Challah Cover, 1904/5

A challah cover made of simple white cloth
on a base design made up of squares;
possibly the base aided in making the
symmetrical and precise embroidery.
Precise, symmetrical geometrical patterns
are embroidered in red. The name of the
embroiderer and the year are embroidered
in light blue.

The challah cover apparently reveals the
name of the embroiderer, Haneh Kayan,
and the year in which the cover was
embroidered, 1904/5 (5665). Possibly the
year of her marriage. The characteristic
style of the embroidery is the fly stitch.

agsm

Cover, 1931/2

Alarge, square, embroidered cover . In the
center, a schematic design of the Western
(Wailing) Wall is embroidered, along

with the three cypresses. The schematic
description is surrounded by a Leviathan-
serpent latch. Lest there be a doubt, the
word "Leviathan" is embroidered. The
Leviathan is a symbol of the Sabbath

and of the End of Days in which we will
sitin a Succah (a booth) made from the
skin of a Leviathan. In the outer frame is
written "Remember the Sabbath Day to
keep it Holy." The place and the date are
embroidered at the bottom: the year 5692
(1932) Jerusalem.

Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A square challah cover. In the center is the
word "Shabbat" (Sabbath) embroidered in
green. On the right is a cluster of sheaves
embroidered in gold. It may be that the use
of sheaves echoes the agricultural-Zionist
influence of the return of the people to our
Land.
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Challah Cover, Mid 20th century

A square white Challah cover. The cover

is decorated with a sheaf of oats and

the (Hebrew) blessing over the bread,
embroidered in white thread: "Blessed

art Thou, O Lord, our God, King of the
Universe, who bringeth forth bread from
the earth." [The finish of the cover is in the
"Azhur" style. It is possible that the use of
the sheaves echoes the Zionist-Agricultural
influence of the return of the people to its
Land.
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households. It is possible that some of the covers were embroidered
by schoolgirls as part of their education in crafts and home economics
classes.

The covers in the museum’s collection can be divided into three
main types: hand-embroidered covers, covers decorated with colors
(probably based on an original embroidery), and printed covers.
Naturally, challah covers used over the years in private homes did
not usually last the trials of time, and in this preliminary study it
is not possible to come to unequivocal conclusions, but rather to
express trends.

The hand-embroidered challah covers were made by women for
their household needs, and sometimes as part of their education and
the process of becoming married women. The message conveyed
in these embroidered covers is more personal and expresses the
embroiderer’s feelings. Certain themes would sometimes symbolize
ideological leanings or yearning (a wheat stalk) while a whale
symbolized hope for the end of days and the arrival of the Redeemer.
Printed challah covers appeared with the advent of new technologies
and industrialization. These were made mainly for marketing
purposes for charitable institutions and yeshivot that sometimes
joined forces for fundraising. The message that they tried to convey
through the challah covers is uniform: that the benefactor is part of
the quest for redemption; he is contributing to the exalted goal of
learning Torah and its return to the Land of Israel and thanks to this
donation he will be saved.

It would seem that people now invest less in printed and hand-
embroidered challah covers.
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Matza Cover, Early 20th century
donated by Lili Dror.
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Synopsis

Part of a young girl’s education included her mastering the art of
embroidery.

In contrast to holy articles such as covers and binders for Torah
scrolls traditionally prepared by Jewish women, challah covers are
an interesting combination of bringing the sacred into the private
domain and the home.

Challah covers connect the woman both to private and public
sanctity.

Jews all over the world would cover the challah before blessing
it at Shabbat meals, and religious sources cite different opinions
regarding this custom.

1. In memory of the manna that was placed in a kind of box with dew
above and below it; thus the tablecloth beneath the challot and the
challa cover above them represent the dew protecting the manna.

2. Covering the challot during the Kiddush is so as not to embarrass
them. In the verse that characterizes the seven species, wheat and the
barley come before the vine: “A land of wheat and barley, vines and
fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey.” (Deuteronomy 8:8)
If the challot are covered during Kiddush, it is as though they are
not present and thus the vine cannot be considered more important
than them.

3. Covering the challot adds to the uniqueness of Shabbat and
emphasizes it.

4. Challot are covered since this symbolizes the prohibition of eating
before the Kiddush.

Most of the embroidered challah covers in the museum’s collection
are simple, and it is evident that they were embroidered by brides

in preparation for their marriage and by women for use in their








